
 

Stratford Coal Community Consultative Committee – Minutes of Meeting held 14 November 2013 

 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Stratford Coal Community Consultative Committee Meeting 
Thursday 14 November 2013 

 
Attendees: 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill CCC Chair  Doug Gordon Stratford Coal Pty Ltd  
Cr Jim Henderson  Gloucester Shire Council  Tony Dwyer Stratford Coal Pty Ltd  
Anthony Berecry  CCC Member  Rachael Windrum Stratford Coal Pty Ltd 
Keith Latham  CCC Member  Jo Wiffen Stratford Coal Pty Ltd 
Kevin Lowrey  CCC Member  Corrina Merrick Stratford Coal Pty Ltd 
Norm Bignell  CCC Member  Ben Harrison – Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
Philip Greenwood      CCC Member  
Richard Clarke  CCC Member 

 
1. Site Tour 
 
A site tour was undertaken including the Bowens Road North Pit, Stratford East Dam centre pivot 
irrigation and Main Pit reject area prior to the meeting. 
 
2. Welcome and Apologies 
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 10:26am and advised the meeting was being recorded. 
 
Apologies:  No apologies. 
 
The Chair welcomed Mr Ben Harrison from the Department of Planning & Infrastructure. 
 
Mr Harrison introduced himself and gave an overview of the Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
(“The Department”) as well as his role and answered questions of the CCC.  This included: 

 Gloucester area was formerly covered by the Department's Sydney office and is now covered 
by the Singleton office. 

 The Department is seeking to recruit an extra staff member to assist with the Hunter and 
Gloucester area. 

 The Department is responsible for mining compliance post approval; being compliance 
against the consent.   

 The Department carries out “spot” checks at any time. 

 The Department will receive complaints but encourages the use of the Community Hotline so 
that the mine can investigate and resolve immediately. 

 By all means contact the Department if there is a belief that there has been a compliance 
breach. 

 Mr Harrison is happy to meet with local residents, groups, etc, to engage with the 
community. 

 Mr Harrison will be in the Gloucester area on an as need basis. 

 Mr Harrison is meeting with Danny Green at Gloucester Shire Council and Glen Handford at 
Great Lakes Council.  

 The Department deals with compliance not the assessment process.  Mr Harrison does not 
know where the Stratford Extension Project assessment is currently up to as his role is 
compliance.   

 The Department does not attend all CCC meetings.  Mr Harrison is happy to attend once a 
year or as needed. 
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 The Department reports on compliance on a monthly basis.  There is also a Media Report 
provided to media outlets on compliance and key elements for that month.  The Department 
is looking to provide such report to the Gloucester Advocate.  The reports are also available 
on the Departments website. 

Mr Harrison extended his apologies due to a prior arranged meeting and left the meeting at 
11.13am. 

 
3. Declaration of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
 
Ms MacDonald-Hill declared that she is the Independent Chair, approved by the Director-General of 
Planning & Infrastructure, a member of the Mine Subsidence Board, a member of the Minister’s 
Arbitration Panel, and Chair of the Ministerial committee of AGL (Hunter CCC) and Chair AGL’s 
Camden Gas Project CCC. 
 
Mr Greenwood raised a question on what interests should be declared and when should a 
declaration be made in relation to Members of the Committee. Discussed that it is up to the 
individual and their personal integrity to make a declaration.   
 
4. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 1 August 2013 were confirmed.  
Moved: Jim Henderson; Seconded: Keith Latham. 
 
5. Business Arising from Previous Meeting 
 

1. Mr Greenwood enquired as to what the process would be for the Committee to make any 
recommendations to a Department.   
 
The Chair responded that from experience it is usually issue driven so a committee has asked 
for notice or input into something.  The Chair (endorsed by the Committee) makes that 
recommendation to the Director General of the Department, Head Office Sydney will then 
reply advising whether the matter will be taken into consideration or is not part of the 
committee’s role.  The committee is an advisory committee.   
 
Mr Greenwood asked if something was to be formally recommended would the Chair submit 
the recommendation? 
  
The Chair advised that being an important matter she would prefer to receive any 
recommendation in that persons own words, for consideration of the committee, the 
committee then makes the recommendation and the Chair would then submit it.  A copy 
would go to each member.  Committees have this system in place to ensure that members of 
committees are not individually writing on behalf of the committee. 

 
6.  Action Items from Previous Meeting 
 
Chair advised all Action Items have been compiled in report which was sent out.  Action Items can be 
closed out being: 
 

1. SCPL to present a slide during the next meeting to show a comparison and absolute 
values of air quality monitoring for PM10 & PM 2.5 at that monitor location, to date. 
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Compiled into report and sent out.  Completed. 
 

2. SCPL to provide a petrographic analysis from the dust deposition monitor for the next 
meeting. 
 
Compiled into report and sent out.  Completed. 
 

3. SCPL:  Include Lighting in Environmental Project Status report. 
 
Compiled into report and sent out.  Completed. 
 

7.  Correspondence 
   
In: 

a. 28/8/2013:  Thank you from Milton Morris. 
b. 28/10/2013:  Email notification from SCPL Community Support Program function. 
c. Letter 15/10/2013 SCPL enclosing Annual Review.   
d. Letter 14/11/2013 resignation from Keith Latham.      

 
Out: 

a. Condolence card 6/8/2013 to Milton Morris. 
 

8.  Company Reports and Overview of Activities 
 

1. Mr Latham raised the Air Quality results, which he has touched on before, regarding the 
breakdown of the samples tabled on page 12.  The percentage of insect and plant matter 
contained in some samples (which are noted) if taken out could provide a misleading result?   
 
SCPL advised that if you exclude the insect and plant matter it could provide an increased 
reading.  They are a funnel which feeds into a bottle which captures whatever goes into the 
bottle, dust, insects, grass seed, etc.  
 
Mr Latham thought it would be doing more justice if the report was presented as just dust.   

 
2. Mr Latham asked why there were no Reject PH recordings between May and November; a 

five month period.  SCPL advised that it is noted in the report that there was no safe access 
onto the reject beach.  There have been revised safe work statements for the management 
of the beach. 

 
Mr Lathan was concerned about PH changes in the material due to exposure.  SCPL advised 
that when safe access was in place lime application process would continue.  Mr Latham 
asked what if it had drained into Bowens Road North, how would you control the material in 
there?  SCPL advised that as discussed at previous meetings, the company will manage water 
in the pits to maintain a cover on the rejects.  Not all of the water will be transferred into 
BRN pit some will be held in the Main Pit. 

 
3. Mr Lowrey referred to the Environment Project status page regarding lighting.  He advised 

that this is a perennial one for some neighbours.  SCPL advised that work with the lighting at 
site is ongoing to date.  The CHPP has introduced logic into the Citect system which is a 
computerised system that governs control over lots of things including lights, automation of 
lights turned off during the day time period. Working on automation of lighting on an as 
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needs basis.  Lights are being turned on and off when actually required rather than being 
turned on at night.   Consideration of light shed off site and safety as well.  The CHPP 
Manager is working through and the intention is to have the Citec System modified to 
account for lighting as required. 
 
Mr Henderson advised that he was at a neighbour’s residence last night and could see 5 
lights at 11.00pm.  Are the lights being used at that time of night?  SCPL was not sure what 
lights they are.  The ROM lighting is used during the night and SCPL has attempted to dip 
those lights down to minimise their shed.  Only 2 banks of lights, seeing 5 not sure what 
colour or in relation to site.  The gantry lighting over product stockpiles and some lighting on 
the CHPP historically has not been an issue.  Mr Lowrey advised that the general consensus is 
that it is getting worse, not better.  SCPL was not aware of additional lighting but the lighting 
under the crushing tower has been turned downwards.  Mr Lowrey suggested that maybe 
there were trees there previously but not there now.  It is also becoming a bit more topical 
as half of the neighbours properties are for sale. 

 
4. Mr Greenwood referred to the PM10 and PM2.5 monitoring results, noting that PM 2.5 

appeared to comprise a high proportion of the aggregate figures presented. Mr Berecry 
asked if there is not relationship between the sites.  SCPL advised PM10 only has 12 months 
data so far, and that you see some consistency between the proportions as noted by Mr 
Greenwood where that percentage isn’t maintained.  PM10 needs 12 months data to 
determine trigger levels. 
 
Mr Henderson asked if the base line for Rocky Hill could be used to compare what they have 
and the figures in the report.   

 
SCPL advised that the TEOM unit’s purpose is for PM10 and a management tool for the mine.  
It has been a 12 month exercise to monitor and to obtain the information on the PM10 to 
develop a management trigger level to assist the operations to minimise emissions.  The data 
set is sitting with a Consultant to review for a trigger level. 

 
 

5. SCPL presented the Company Reports and Overview of Activities. 
 

a. Progress at the mine presentation – operational issues: 
SCPL advised that the Roseville West Pit mining was suspended on 4 October due to 
economic factors.  This resulted in Ditchfield employment numbers being reduced by 
30 individuals – just on half of the work force which is quite significant.  Duralie has 
gone back to a 6 day operation from 7.  The operational period for the CHPP being 
reduced to essentially a 5 day week (Monday to Friday) with some washing on 
weekends.  The CHPP workforce was reduced by 4 employees 1 of which was 
transferred to Duralie to work in Coal Handling Prep. 

 
b. Environmental Monitoring Performance:   

Rail Park up noise attenuation to reduce the amount of noise emanating from the rail 
when 2 trains are in the loop.  Have been asked why we don’t turn the trains off.  
Apparently there is an issue in starting up the trains again. 

 
c. Community Support Program:   

SCPL advised that 18 projects had been funded for the September allocations.  
Always great to receive projects and some projects are stage 2 requests.  Mr Berecry 
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enquired as to the total amount of money.  Mrs Windrum responded don’t know if 
we are in a position to advise.  Depends on the project some are big dollar level of 
funding.  Funding is up to 50% of the project and this encourages projects to raise a 
certain level themselves.  SCPL advised that the Community Support Program is in 
addition to the consent requirement contribution.  Positive thing is they still occur in 
the community.  Have just gone through a couple of slides of where operation sits at 
moment, so I personally think it is still a positive.    The Chair touched on budget 
constraints when times are tough, observed in other areas mines have continued to 
maintain level but at a reduced rate.  Community grateful mines are handing out 
money, big positive. 
 

6. Mr Greenwood referred to the BRN extension to 2014 and asked whether the approval is for 
the full calendar year. SCPL advised approval for the calendar year with expected mid year 
cessation of mining in BRN.  Discussions continued on economic situation and production 
costs.  Mr Henderson enquired on the number of employees who have been let go.  SCPL 
advised 38 Ditchfield with another 7 or 8 at Christmas.  The rest will stay until about April.  
Mr Henderson enquired if that depends on approval extension and when would that be 
received.  SCPL advised realistically would be February and then there are variables regarding 
conditions of consent. 
  

9.  General Business 
 
 

1. Mr Bignell commented on the Rehab area.  Discussed the condition of the land prior to 
mining and the improvement of land since rehab. 

 
2. Mr Lowrey enquired in relation to the Webb Bros property audit and the current status.  Mr 

Lowrey also asked how people can get access to the mine rural land and the process.  SCPL 
advised that the management of the rural lands is not directly related to the operations.  The 
Committee is in relation to the operations.  The audit has been completed.  Looked at 
infrastructure, fencing, contaminated lands, weed management and recommendations as to 
the amalgamations of lands to form more economic units.  SCPL will consider the 
recommendations.  Mrs Rachael Windrum, Property Manager, is the contact in relation to 
the leasing of rural lands. 
 

3. Mr Greenwood comment on the Reports and the quantity of information.  As the mine has 
matured the Reports now may contain items of lesser importance.  Requested an action item 
to review next meeting. 
 
Action Item:  CCC to review Report contents for future reporting.  Action to be included as an 
agenda item for the next meeting. 
 

4. Mr Greenwood saw on Council's website that Council's correspondence to the Department 
of Planning raised the issue, discussed here, regarding problems with the location of the 
continuous monitor.  Mr Greenwood read an extract from the letter.  SCPL advised that it 
should be noted that 8pm to 8am is outside, for most of the period, key traffic times.  The 
intent was never to have monitor as a 24/7 management tool.  Mr Greenwood put forward 
that the committee should support the Council and put a recommendation to the 
Department that the location of the continuous noise monitor should be reconsidered with a 
view to enabling data from the monitor to be available for use  as a management tool during 
mine operating hours..  Mr Berecry and Mr Lowrey supported.  Mr Henderson asked who 
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had determined the site of the monitor.  SCPL advised a Noise Consultant who takes into 
account meteorological factors (wind, etc).  The Chair will draft a recommendation to the 
Department.  The Draft will be available to everyone prior to forwarding to the Department. 

 
Action Item:  The Chair to draft a Recommendation to the Department in relation to the 
continuous noise monitor and using it as a management tool 24/7.  The Draft will be 
available to everyone prior to forwarding to the Department. 

 
5. Mr Berecry commented on the chart of drill holes (AGL) and asked how close those can exist 

in proximity to Stratford mine site.  SCPL advised that they overlap.  Mr Berecry asked what if 
something goes wrong who is responsible.  SCPL advised that they are working on the 
requirements with the Department.  The Chair advised the Division of Resources is 
responsible for issuing Petroleum and Exploration Licences.  Discussed bore holes and 
capping on completed.  The Chair will write to the Department to request a response on area 
of responsibility.     
 
Action Item:  The Chair will write to the Department to request a response on the area of 
responsibility regarding overlapping of exploration (AGL & Stratford mine).  
   

6. Mr Keith Latham tendered his Resignation from the CCC.  Mr Latham has been on the 
committee for 19 years and is one of the original committee members.  During that time Mr 
Latham has only missed one meeting.  Mr Henderson moved to acknowledge Mr Latham’s 
input into the CCC (A round of applause for Mr Latham).   
 

7. Mr Lowrey commented on the distribution of time for the meeting today, how well it 
progressed and to be mindful at future meetings.   
 

8. The Stratford CCC would like to visit the Duralie site and vice versa.   
 
Action Item:  The Chair to organise the Stratford CCC to visit Duralie site and vice versa.  
 

9. Mr Greenwood noted that there had only been 1 Complaint for the period and asked if it is a 
reflection of the scaling back of operations.  SCPL advised that it had only been one month 
since scaling back.   

 
10. The Chair proposed the following meeting dates for 2014:  13 February, 8 May, 7 August, and 

6 November.   
 

11. The Chair wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  The Chair thanked the 
CCC for their contribution throughout the year. 

 
Next Meeting date:  13 February 2014 
 
The Meeting closed at 12.02pm. 
 
 
Summary of Action Items from this meeting 
 

1. Action Item:  CCC to review at next meeting report contents for future reporting. 
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2. Action Item:  The Chair to draft a Recommendation to the Department in relation to the 
continuous noise monitor and using it as a management tool 24/7.  The Draft will be 
available to everyone prior to forwarding to the Department. 
 

3. Action Item:  The Chair will write to the Department to request a response on area of 
responsibility regarding overlapping exploration (AGL & Stratford mine).    
 

4. Action Item:  The Chair to organise the Stratford CCC to visit Duralie site and vice versa.  
 
 

 
 
 


